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As the Church in the United States journeys through a multi-year National Eucharistic Revival, LTP stands by our mission of promoting the 
liturgical formation of the faithful so that all may “become thoroughly imbued with the spirit and power of the liturgy.” (Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy, 14).

As we enter the Year of Parish Renewal, LTP has developed resources specifically for you—as you help parishioners seek a stronger relationship 
with Christ in the Eucharist. Whether you provide a booklet or offer a training event—or both—the Eucharistic Revival gives us the opportunity  
to draw Catholics closer to Christ through the Eucharistic Liturgy.

From Mass to Mission
Understanding the Mass and Its Significance 
for Our Christian Life

Trish Sullivan Vanni, Paul Turner  •  This 
resource is an insightful exploration of the 
Mass and its importance for our life of faith and 
Christian discipleship. Each chapter explores the 

parts of the Mass, helping you understand the meaning of the prayers, 
responses, acclamations, gestures, signs, and symbols. From Mass 
to Mission will inspire you to participate more fully in the Mass and to 
carry out your mission as Christ’s disciple, bringing forth his light to a 
world in need.

Saddlestitched, 5 33⁄88 x 8 33⁄88, 48 pages
English: 978-1-61671-300-3 | Order code: FMM
Spanish: 978-1-61671-357-7 | Order code: SFMM
1–24 copies: $3 each | 25–49 copies: $2.50 each | 50–299 copies: $1.50 each | 300 or more: $1 each

The Liturgy
The Source and Summit of Our  
Christian Life

Corinna Laughlin  •  This easy-to-read 
resource explores what it means to call liturgy 
“source and summit.” It will help the Catholic 
faithful to understand the meaning of the liturgy 

and its importance to our life of faith, experience Christ’s four-fold  
presence in the various Church rites, come to a deeper relationship with 
God, and reflect on the transforming power of the liturgy to change  
the world.

Paperback, 5 33⁄88 x 8 33⁄88, 80 pages
English: 978-1-61671-425-3 | Order code: ELSS
Spanish: 978-1-61671-563-2 | Order code: SLSS
Single copy: $7.95 | 2–24 copies: $6.95 each | 25 or more: $4.95 each

Training and Formation Opportunities

Collaborate with Liturgy Training Publications by offering a virtual workshop 
or in-person formation event for your parishioners or liturgical ministers.

Contact Michael Ruzicki at training@ltp.org or 773-579-4900, 3531.

All workshops are available in English and Spanish.
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Resources for the

Eucharistic Revival
“The Church draws her life from Christ in the Eucharist;  
by him she is fed and by him she is enlightened.”
—Saint John Paul II, Ecclesia de Eucharistia, 6

Virtual Workshops:
Single session from  $300
3-part Series from  $900

In-Person Events:
Half-day events from  $750
Full-day events from  $3000

Encountering the Real Presence of Christ

Jeanne Marie Miles  •  Belief in the real presence of Christ in the sacrament of the Eucharist has 
always been the heart of our Catholic faith. Christ’s presence is so great and wondrous that we 
encounter it in multiple ways. Based on the teachings of the Second Vatican Council, this booklet 
explores the many presences of Christ as experienced in the liturgy and in the world.

Saddlestitched, 4 ¼ x 5 ½, 32 pages
English: 978-1-61671-731-5 | Order code: EERP
Spanish: 978-1-61671-737-7 | Order code: SERP
1–49 copies: $3.50 each | 50–499 copies: $2.50 each | 500 or more: $1.50 each
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Workbook for Lectors, Gospel Readers, and Proclaimers  
of the Word® 2024

When lectors, readers, and proclaimers of the Word need the most 
trusted, accurate, and user-friendly tool to help them prepare for the 
Sunday readings, they rely on Workbook. For over 30 years, Workbook 
has provided confidence to lectors and readers, giving them vital tools 
to feel prepared in their ministry as proclaimers of the Word.

Workbook provides:
• Full text of the first, second, and Gospel readings, and the  

responsorial psalm for context

• Annotated pronunciation aids adjacent to the word in question— 
a helpful way to build skill and confidence

• Proclamation advice with notes on pacing and tone

• Reading commentary for the first, second, and Gospel readings  
by a Scripture scholar

• Bolded text, indicating where stress and emphasis should be 
placed within the reading

Paperback, 8 33⁄88 x 10 77⁄88, 304 pages
978-1-61671-710-0 | Order code: WL24
1–4 copies: $15 each | 5–49 copies: $14 each | 50 or more: $13 each

Canadian edition: Paperback, 8 33⁄88 x 10 77⁄88, 336 pages
978-1-61671-711-7 | Order code: WL24C
1–4 copies: $15 each | 5–49 copies: $14 each | 50 or more: $13 each

Spanish edition: Manual para proclamadores de la palabra® 2024
Paperback, 8 33⁄88 x 10 77⁄88, 304 pages
978-1-61671-703-2 | Order code: MP24

Fixed Layout Edition E-book | Best viewed on desktop computers | $12 each
English: WL24EF | Spanish: MP24EF
Order from LTP.org, Apple Books, or Google Play

Reflowable Layout Edition E-book | Best viewed on tablets and smartphones | $12 each 
Order from Apple Books or Google Play

Contact LTP at 800-933-1800 or at orders@ltp.org to place bulk orders of the fixed layout edition 
and/or to bill your parish.

Beyond Reading
Advanced Training for Proclaimers  
of the Word of God

Douglas Leal • Drawing from years of experi-
ence as an actor, director, and trainer of lectors, 
Douglas Leal has created a book to coach lec-
tors not just to read, but to proclaim the Word of 
God with authentic and appropriate expression.

Paperback, 8 ½ x 11, 144 pages
978-1-61671-632-5 | Order code: BRPW  $23.95

Guide for Lectors and Readers, 
Second Edition

Michael Cameron, Corinna Laughlin, Virginia 
Meagher, Paul Turner • Provide your readers 
with the spiritual, liturgical, biblical, and techni-
cal training they need to proclaim God’s Word. 
This resource provides practical skill-building 
advice, theological and historical reflections on 
the liturgy and the ministry, answers to frequently 
asked questions, and a glossary.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 80 pages
978-1-61671-578-6 | Order code: ELLEC2
1–9 copies: $6.95 each | 10 or more: $5.95 each
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READING I Today’s first reading from 

Genesis highlights the con-

sequences for the initial act of disobedi-

ence in the Garden of Eden. In particular, 

the focus rests on Eve’s relationship with 

the serpent and with all of creation. First, 

the curse upon the serpent involves a shift 

in its relationship with Eve wherein hostility 

is the predominant feature. Not only is 

there now enmity between the two, but 

the hostilities will also continue between 

their offspring for the rest of time. This is 

our struggle against sin. This conflict is 

brought to a resolution in the persons of 

Mary and in her divine son, Jesus.

The second relationship highlighted in 

this reading is that of Eve with the rest of 

creation. Until this point in the narrative, 

Eve did not have a personal name but was 

referred to only as “woman.” Now she is 

named Eve, and the meaning for the chosen 

name is provided: “because she became 

the mother of all the living.” In Hebrew, 

there is a close connection between the 

name “Eve” and the verb “to live,” which is 

the basis for the explanation behind Eve’s 

name in the reading. Therefore, we see that 

in the midst of the tragic fallout of disobedi-

ence, there is an element of hope resting in 

the life-giving quality of Eve. This life-giving 

quality continues in Mary and leads us to 

reflect on what we celebrate today.

Through her immaculate conception, 

Mary is singularly prepared for responding 

to God’s call to be Jesus’ mother. Because 

God saved her, from the moment of her 

conception, from the stain of original sin, 

Mary is able to say yes to the fullness of life 

God is entrusting to her in the person of 

Jesus. In her “yes” to God’s plan found in 

today’s Gospel reading, she not only gave 

DECEMBER 8, 2023

THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
LECTIONARY #689

READING I Genesis 3:9–15, 20

A reading from the Book of Genesis

After the man, Adam, had eaten of the tree,
the Lord God called to the man and asked him, 

“Where are you?”
He answered, “I heard you in the garden;

but I was afraid, because I was naked,
so I hid myself�”

Then he asked, “Who told you that you were naked?
You have eaten, then,

from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat!”
The man replied, “The woman whom you put here with me — 

she gave me fruit from the tree, and so I ate it�”
The Lord God then asked the woman,

“Why did you do such a thing?”
The woman answered, “The serpent tricked me into it, 

so I ate it�”

Then the Lord God said to the serpent:
“Because you have done this, you shall be banned

from all the animals
and from all the wild creatures;

on your belly shall you crawl,
and dirt shall you eat
all the days of your life�

Genesis = JEN-uh-sihs

A narrator voice sets the scene.

The changing tone of the dialogue partners 

needs to be captured in your proclamation.

Adam’s false bravado here could be 

understood as him implying that God is 

partly to blame (“The woman whom you 

put here with me”).

Make it clear who God is talking to; 

the conversation shifts here.
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birth to Jesus but also to the potential of a 

new, restored life for every member of the 

human family through Jesus Christ. Through 

her immaculate conception, Mary’s pre-

served state of grace is divinely granted in 

anticipation of the salvific actions of her 

son, Jesus. Although we honor Mary for her 

important role in cooperating with God’s 

plan of salvation, we must always be 

focused on the paschal mystery of Christ, 

through which the enemy of sin and death 

was conquered so that our relationship 

with God might be restored.

READING II In this reading from 

Ephesians, Paul emphasizes 

what God has done for his people, namely, 

blessed us. And what does this blessing 

consist of? It consists of being chosen by 

God. By highlighting that it is God who 

chooses us, and not vice versa, Paul recog-

nizes that it is always God who takes the 

initiative in his salvific plan. In choosing us, 

God invites believers to respond to and par-

ticipate in his plan of salvation.

God not only invites us to participate, 

but he also prepares us to do so. He chose 

us “to be holy and without blemish before 

him” and lovingly adopts us through Jesus 

Christ. In this instance, we can read “holy” 

as “set apart” and not “virtuous,” as we 

might initially think. In doing so, the stress 

falls again on God’s action, setting us apart 

to stand before him without guilt or stain. 

Paul notes that this new relationship with 

God through Jesus Christ allows us to live 

solely and completely praising God’s glory.

Mary’s life reflects this reality that we 

experience now through our baptism. While 

we are called to stand before God “without 

blemish,” Mary was able to stand without 

stain before God’s messenger by the grace 

I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;

he will strike at your head,
while you strike at his heel�”

The man called his wife Eve,
because she became the mother of all the living�

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 98:1, 2–3ab, 3cd–4 (1a)

R. Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous deeds.

Sing to the Lord a new song, 
for he has done wondrous deeds; 

His right hand has won victory for him, 
his holy arm.

The Lord has made his salvation known: 
in the sight of the nations he has 

revealed his justice. 

He has remembered his kindness and 
his faithfulness 

toward the house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation by our God. 

Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands; 
break into song; sing praise.

READING II Ephesians 1:3–6, 11–12

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians

Brothers and sisters:
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavens,
as he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world,
to be holy and without blemish before him�

In love he destined us for adoption to himself through 
Jesus Christ,

in accord with the favor of his will,
for the praise of the glory of his grace
that he granted us in the beloved� »

As you prepare, imagine Mary as she is often 

depicted in art, standing on a serpent.

Adam changes from calling her “woman” 

to calling her “Eve.” Names are important.

For meditation and context: 

Ephesians = ee-FEE-zhuhnz

Read long verses slowly to aid 

comprehension.
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Daily Prayer 2024

Daily Prayer is the perfect companion for your spiri-
tual journey. Versatile and easy-to-use, this trusted 
resource has assisted Catholics in deepening their 
faith and prayer life for over a decade. Equally useful 
for group or individual prayer, each day’s prayer cen-
ters on a Scripture reading, along with a reflection,  
a psalm, intercessions, and closing prayer.

Daily Prayer 2024 provides an introduction to 
Catholic prayer for those involved in the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults and an easy-to-use 
format for Catholics of all ages. It provides a simple 
order of prayer for each day of the liturgical year  
from the First Sunday of Advent, December 1, 2023, 
through Saturday, November 30, 2024.

As the perfect gift for parish volunteers, teachers, 
and catechists, it will help each person in the parish 
foster a practice of prayer and can be used to begin 
or end parish meetings.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 400 pages
978-1-61671-700-1 | Order code: DP24
Single copy: $15 | 2–9 copies: $13 each | 10 or more: $11 each
E-book: $12 | Order from Apple Books, Google Play, or Amazon Kindle

Evangelio 2024

Evangelio, following the official litur-
gical calendar and biblical readings 
of Spain, aids reflection for daily 
and Sunday Mass. It includes for 
every day of the year: the text of the 
Gospel Reading, a brief reflection 
from Pope Francis, a short prayer, 
and for Sundays the text of all three 
Lectionary readings. An appendix 
presents an index of saints and 
celebrations, and a collection of 
fundamental Catholic prayers and 
devotions. Its small size allows  
you to carry it everywhere, to pray  
at the most opportune moment.

Paperback, 4 ¼ x 6, 512 pages
978-84-19640-00-0 | Order code: EV24 $9

The Abbey Psalms  
and Canticles

Benedictine monks of Conception 
Abbey  •  Prepared by the Benedictine 
monks of Conception Abbey in 
Missouri, this translation establishes 
the definitive form of Psalms and 
canticles that will gradually appear 
in official Catholic liturgical books. 
Among other rituals, future editions 
of the Liturgy of the Hours and the 
Lectionary for Mass (both several 
years from completion) will use this 
translation. Technically precise, the 
translation keeps a smooth cadence 
especially suited to singing and rec-
itation. The texts can also be used for 
personal study, devotion, and prayer.

Hardcover, 4 ¾ x 6 ½, 450 pages
978-1-60137-644-2 | Order code: APC $24.95

2 Advent

 G Come and save us, Lord our God.

Psalm 72 page 376

Reading Matthew 8:5 –11

When Jesus entered Capernaum, a centu-
rion approached him and appealed to 
him, saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at 
home paralyzed, suffering dreadfully.” 
He said to him, “I will come and cure 
him.” The centurion said in reply, “Lord, 
I am not worthy to have you enter under 
my roof; only say the word and my ser-
vant will be healed. For I too am a man 
subject to authority, with soldiers subject 
to me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; 
and to another, ‘Come here,’ and he 
comes; and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he 
does it.” When Jesus heard this, he was 
amazed and said to those following him, 
“Amen, I say to you, in no one in Israel have 
I found such faith. I say to you, many will 
come from the east and the west, and will 
recline with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at 
the banquet in the Kingdom of heaven.”

Reflection
The centurion is a model of faith because 
of his complete humility, especially his 
willingness to surrender his power and 
might, trusting in the Lord. When Jesus 
reassures this man that he will come to 
his house to cure his servant, the centu-
rion’s response is “Lord, I am not worthy.” 
Moreover, the centurion recognizes that 
even his personal authority is far sur-
passed by that of the Lord. And Jesus was 
“amazed.” Would he be amazed by our 
faith? Would he see in us the attitude of 
humility? Would he see in our hearts the 
desire to surrender our need to control 

the things of life to listen carefully to the 
will of God?

Prayers others may be added

Confident in God’s great love, we offer 
our prayers.

. ℟ Come, Lord Jesus, come.

 vThat the Church may exhibit the 
humility and faith of the centurion 
who sought out the Lord in his need, 
we pray: ℟.
 vThat all nations may know true and 
lasting peace, we pray: ℟. 
 vThat all catechumens may be 
strengthened in their faith journey 
as they seek the Lord, we pray: ℟. 
 vThat all who suffer in mind, body, 
or spirit may hope in the Lord, who 
raises those who are sick to new life, 
we pray: ℟. 
 vThat those who have died may join 
all the angels and saints around the 
banquet table in heaven, we pray: ℟.

Let us offer together the prayer that 
Jesus taught us.
Our Father   .   .   .

God of day and God of darkness,
despite our sins and failings,
you never cease to raise us up and draw
us to yourself.
Help us to make our hearts and 

our homes
worthy of your presence and temples of 

your glory.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

 G Come and save us, Lord our God.

Monday, December 4, 2023 
Advent Weekday
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Sourcebook for Sundays, Seasons, and Weekdays 2024
The Almanac for Pastoral Liturgy

Various authors, including Jena Thurow-Mountin and Andrew 
Mountin • Sourcebook is the most trusted resource for preparing 
liturgy, providing practical insights and ideas on how to enrich the litur-
gical life of a parish community. It has been a faithful companion for 
decades to all those who prepare liturgical celebrations.

Sourcebook provides:
• Extensive, but easy-to-read sections for preparing  

Sunday and weekday Masses

• Preaching points

• Music preparation guidance and song suggestions

• Original Mass texts for Sundays, solemnities,  
and feasts of the Lord

• Seasonal worship committee agendas

• Ideas for celebrating other rites and customs

• Ways to connect the liturgy to Christian life

• An online supplement for preparing sacramental life

Paperback, 8 33⁄88 x 10 77⁄88, 416 pages
978-1-61671-707-0 | Order code: SSS24
Single copy: $20 | 2–4 copies: $16 each | 5 or more: $14 each
Fixed Layout E-Book Edition: $16 | Available on LTP.org

Liturgy and Ministry in Times  
of Need

Various authors, including Wendy Cichanski 
Caduff and Ann Dickinson Degenhard • When 
our local, national, and global communities face 
difficult situations, it can be challenging for pasto-
ral ministers to respond appropriately. Liturgy and 
Ministry in Times of Need provides practical rec-

ommendations for incorporating these important needs into liturgical 
prayer. It eases the burden of preparing liturgy during difficult times 
and offers guidance for ministering compassionately to those in need.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 96 pages
978-1-61671-568-7 | Order code: LMTN
1–4 copies: $10.95 each | 5 or more: $8.95 each

Prayer Services for Times of Need

Edited by Danielle A. Noe  •  Prayer Services 
for Times of Need provides completely prepared 
liturgies of the Word for faith communities seek-
ing to come together to pray and act in light of a 
specific incident or in response to a prevalent 
issue. The services may be used as a model and 
adapted for particular circumstances unique 
to your community.  They are intended to help 

your communities heal during trying times and focus with hope on the 
Lord’s compassionate love.

Paperback, 8 ½ x 11, 128 pages
978-1-61671-577-9 | Order code: PSTN $24.95
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First Sunday of Advent

Scripture Insights
This First Sunday of Advent opens with a selection from the 
Book of Isaiah. More specifically, within these verses, we 
hear the plea of community members shortly after their 
return from exile. The rousing words of an earlier prophet 
who had proclaimed incredible words of hope must have 
seemed like false promises to the Jews, whose homeland was 
far from what they had envisioned it would be. In a verse that 
is not part of the  lectionary reading, God is asked: “Why 
have our enemies trampled your sanctuary?” (Is 63:18).

The brief selection from Mark reminds us that we are 
indeed in the season of Advent. We are told to be watchful 
and alert while we await the coming of Christ. Although 
Mark’s message was first addressed to Christians of the first 
century, we too are invited to actively await the kingdom 
of God.

Preaching Points
Parish Masses

•  Isaiah does not mince words! “Rend”: to rip, rupture, sever. 
Tear apart the heavens, God. Remove anything that keeps 
distance between God and God’s people. What powerful 
imagery to convey the urgency with which we need God’s 
love to be close and ever closer to us. Who is calling out 
to us, begging us to love them with the same urgency? 
Who demands we remember our covenantal promises of 
our baptism, to carry God’s unconditional love to the ends 
of the earth?

•  In St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, we are reminded that 
God is faithful. We have heard this line so many times, 
perhaps we take for granted what it means. In the midst of 
life’s constant change, our God is unchanging. But we have 
the gifts we need to communicate God’s unconditional 
love in and through the constant changes of life, through 
every season, and through each manifestation of God’s 
image and likeness. Where have we fallen short here? What 
gifts do we need to hone to better trust in God’s faithfulness 
and acknowledge our own need for conversion?

•  Even the closest followers of Jesus could not keep this 
command to be watchful. Think ahead to the agony in the 
garden — in this most crucial hour, the disciples are found 
sleeping. We too are in a crucial hour: a time of cultural 
and socio-political shifts; a time when there are children of 
God brutalized, abandoned, neglected; a time when equity 
and equality demand that privileged people relinquish 
control and stature. Are we asleep? Are we apathetic to 
the call? Do we assume that someone else will prepare 
for the second coming on our behalf, or are we actively 
engaged in discerning what role God is asking us to play 
in the meantime?

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
•  Usually we must be alert because someone or something 

depends on our being watchful. We are a people who wait 
in joyful hope for Jesus Christ’s return, while working to 
live the way he taught us to live, so that when our master 
returns he will not find us sleeping. Today the Church 
begins a new liturgical year and a new season — Advent.

•  We don’t know how long we have to prepare for Christ to 
come again. Like the servants who don’t know when their 
master will come back home, we might never see Jesus 
come back in our lifetimes. It may be many, many years 
from now but we must continue to work. That is why we 
must be alert, be watchful.

•  We cannot be distracted by things that take us away from 
the work God has given us to do. We have to be constantly 
on the lookout for things we can do to help build the king-
dom. Most importantly, we know that God, who has given 
us this important work to do, loves us, trusts us, and gives 
us all the support we need to complete our tasks. Waiting 
and working for God’s kingdom is hard work.

Missal Options
•  The prayers are from the First Sunday of Advent.
•  Consider singing a setting of form III of the PA. Use 

throughout Advent. Consider an arrangement that 
might be set to a familiar Advent hymn melody. 

•  The Gloria is not sung (or said); the creed is prayed.
•  Use an Advent collect to conclude the UP.
•  P-I of Advent is said or sung through December 16.
•  You might use EP-III and the SB #1 for Advent.

Music Preparation
Develop an Advent repertoire. Avoid varying music too 
much. Choose hymns that speak of being ready for the end 
times, (especially for the first two Sundays in Advent) and 
living each moment now in joyful hope (see UNLY, 39).

Music Suggestions
•  Call to Worship: “Wait for the Lord” by Taizé (GIA)
•  Gathering: “Awake, O Sleeper: Advent Gathering Rite” 

by Francis Patrick O’Brien (GIA)
•  Preparation: “Maranatha” by Gerard Chiusano (OCP)
•  Communion: “Bread of Life” by Bernadette Farrell (OCP)
•  Sending: “O Come, Divine Messiah” (traditional; various 

publishers)

Mass Texts
Introduction to Mass
Though we stray, God the Redeemer always wants us to jour-
ney back to the divine way. We do sin, but God continuously 
works to mold us in divine mercy. As Advent begins, may we 
turn our hearts and minds once again to our loving Father, 
so that when Christmas comes, we might see God’s face and 
know God saves us. Let us stay alert and keep watch on our 
Advent journey.

SSS24-book.indb   6SSS24-book.indb   6 12/16/22   11:07 AM12/16/22   11:07 AM

December 2023 7Psalter: Week I

Tropes for Penitential Act, Form III
Lord Jesus, to you we lift up our soul: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you rend the heavens and come to us: 

Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you will not let us be put to shame: 

Lord, have mercy.

Dismissal for Children’s Liturgy of the Word
My dear children, you will hear Jesus tell his disciples to 
watch and stay alert. In this season of Advent, we too pay 
attention for when the Lord will come. As you listen to God’s 
Word today, think about those ways you can see God already 
present among you and how you prepare your hearts for 
Christmas. Go in peace.

Dismissal of Catechumens
My dear catechumens, this community sup-
ports you as you turn closer and closer to God. 
We journey with you as together we prepare to 
celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and look for-
ward to when you will celebrate the Eucharist 
with us. For now, as God holds you in the divine 
loving arms and continues to mold you, may you know you 
are the work of God’s hands and our in our prayers. Go in 
peace.

Dismissal of Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion
Dear ministers, we are mindful of our brothers and sisters 
who cannot join us because of illness or infirmity, and so we 
send you to them bearing the life-giving Body of Christ. 
Remind them that he has not hidden his face from them and 
that they are one with us in praising our God who is Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Go in Christ’s peace.

Universal Prayer
“To you, [we] lift up [our] soul, O   .   .   .   God: In you, [we] have 
trusted; let [us] not be put to shame.” Hear the prayers we 
place before you, “and let none who hope in you be put to 
shame.” [EA]

1. For the Church, that we may be alert to our need for 
God’s mercy, we pray:

2. For the world, that all peoples may be affirmed in their 
inherent dignity, we pray:

3. For those who have drifted away from God and struggle 
to know his love, that they may find their way home, 
we pray:

4. For our Church community, our inquirers, and our 
catechumens, that we may strengthen each other in our 
Advent journey, we pray:

5. For those who have died, that they may see God’s face, 
we pray:

Lord of all creation,
you fill the universe with signs and wonders of your presence.
Throughout this season of Advent,
help us to be vigilant
in finding our way on your path of redemption.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Other Rites and Customs
•  Don’t forget to bless the Advent wreath! Decide whether to 

bless the wreath in community at a special Advent Liturgy 
of the Hours, the Saturday anticipatory Mass, or the first 
morning Mass on Sunday. Only bless your wreath once; 

simply light the candle before all other Masses. 
The blessing is found in the Book of Blessings, 
and if done during Mass, should take place after 
the UP (see BB, ch. 47).
•  Encourage families to display and pray with 
an Advent wreath in their own homes. A wreath 
blessing service for the family can be found in 
CHBP (p. 73) or on the USCCB’s website. Send 
parishioners home with a copy!

•  Advent is a good time to introduce a new weekly prayer 
ritual for your community such as the Liturgy of the Hours, 
exposition and benediction, or Taizé prayer, as Advent is 
the time to prepare ourselves for Christ’s coming in all 
areas of our life. Communicate these extra prayer opportu-
nities to your congregation.

•  Schedule an Advent reconciliation service (form II) to take 
place at some point over the next four weeks. Be sure to use 
the new ritual translation.

Liturgy and Life
Jesus wants the disciples to be ready to greet the Son of God 
whenever he returns. But Jesus also knows full well the limits 
of the human body. We are not created to be awake at all 
hours of the day and night. Rest matters. Good sleep fuels us 
so we can be attentive to the coming of Christ and the needs 
of our neighbors. Many lack this basic need. Worries about 
how to pay mounting bills or a child’s mental health strug-
gles are just some of the realities that may keep us wide 
awake at 3:00 in the morning. Next time you see someone 
sleepy-eyed in a pew nearby, offer to watch their kids for an 
hour so they can rest and recharge.

Taking Place This Week   .   .   .
Consider what can be done liturgically, catechetically, and 
ministerially to respond to these important needs.

•  St. Nicholas Day (12/6)
•  Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day (12/7)
•  Chanukah begins (12/7)
•  Immaculate Conception (12/8)
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The Catholic Handbook for 
Visiting the Sick and Homebound 2024
J. Philip Horrigan • All lay ministers who provide care 
to those who are sick, homebound, isolated, or suffering 
in some way will benefit from the contents of this book. It 
includes the official rites they will need from the Book of 
Blessings and Pastoral Care of the Sick: Rites of Anointing 
and Viaticum to bring holy Communion to, and pray and 
share the Gospel with, those who cannot regularly worship 
with their parish community on Sunday.

These rites include:
• Communion in Ordinary Circumstances

• Communion in a Hospital or Institution

• Celebration of Viaticum outside Mass

• Orders for the Blessing of the Sick

• Order for the Blessing of a Person Suffering from  
Addiction or from Substance Abuse

• Order for the Blessing of a Victim of Crime or Oppression

• Order for the Blessing of Parents after a Miscarriage

• Visits to the Sick and to a Sick Child

• Pastoral Care of the Dying

Paperback, 6 x 9, 240 pages
English: 978-1-61671-709-4 | Order code: VS24
Spanish: 978-1-61671-708-7 | Order code: VE24
Single copy: $12 | 2–9 copies: $9 each | 10 or more: $8 each

24 Orders for the Blessing of the Sick

Orders for the Blessing 
of the Sick

INTRODUCTION
376 The blessing of the sick by the ministers of the Church is a very 
ancient custom, having its origins in the practice of Christ himself and 
his apostles. When ministers visit those who are sick, they are to respect 
the provisions of Pastoral Care of the Sick: Rites of Anointing and 
Viaticum, nos. 42–56, but the primary concern of every minister should 
be to show the sick how much Christ and his Church are concerned 
for them.

377 The text of Pastoral Care of the Sick indicates many occasions 
for blessing the sick and provides the blessing for formularies.13

378 The present order may be used by a priest or deacon. It may also 
be used by a layperson, who follows the rites and prayers designated for 
a lay minister. While maintaining the structure and chief elements of 
the rite, the minister should adapt the celebration to the circumstances 
of the place and the people involved.

379 When just one sick person is to be blessed, a priest or deacon 
may use the short formulary given in no. 406.

13. See Roman Ritual, Pastoral Care of the Sick: Rites of Anointing and Viaticum, no. 54.
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Handbook for Ministers of 
Care, Third Edition

Marilyn Kofler, sp, and Kevin E. 
O’Connor, csp • Ministers of care are 
commissioned by the Church to bring the 
compassion and communion of Christ to 
the sick and the homebound and to bear 
witness to the suffering of the members 

of the parish. The third edition of this award-winning resource pro-
vides lay ministers of care with a formational and training tool as they 
prepare to serve those who are sick and homebound. In these pages, 
lay ministers will learn a theology of sickness and suffering, how to 
preside over the rituals of the Church, how best to make pastoral visits, 
and how to take care of their own spiritual needs while caring for others.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 112 pages
English: 978-1-61671-674-5 | Order code: HBMCR3
Spanish: 978-1-61671-675-2 | Order code: SHBMC
$14.95

E-book: $12.95 | Order from Apple Books, Google Play, or Amazon Kindle

Pastoral Care of the Sick
Rites of Anointing and Viaticum

Cuidado pastoral de los enfermos
Ritos de la Unción y del Viático

This beautiful yet portable ritual book is a valuable 
resource for every priest, minister of the sick, and 
chaplain. It has the convenience of English and 

Spanish in one book as well as two-color type for easy reading, and 
a ribbon. It contains the rituals for visits to the sick and Communion 
to the sick in ordinary circumstances, hospitals, or institutions. Also 
included are the Pastoral Care of the Dying, with the Celebration 
of Viaticum both within and outside the Mass, Commendation of 
the Dying, Prayers for the Dead, and the Rite for Reconciliation of 
Individual Penitents.

Hardcover, 5 ½ x 8, 208 pages
978-1-56854-364-2 | Order code: BCARER  $40
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At Home with the Word® 2024

20

December 10, 2023 Second Sunday of Advent

Reading I Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11
Comfort, give comfort to my people,

says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim 

to her
that her service is at an end,
her guilt is expiated;

indeed, she has received  
from the hand of the Lord

double for all her sins.
 A voice cries out:

In the desert prepare the way of the Lord!
Make straight in the wasteland  

a highway for our God!
Every valley shall be filled in,

every mountain and hill shall be made low;
the rugged land shall be made a plain,

the rough country, a broad valley.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,

and all people shall see it together;
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

Go up onto a high mountain,
Zion, herald of glad tidings;

cry out at the top of your voice,
Jerusalem, herald of good news!

Fear not to cry out
and say to the cities of Judah:
Here is your God!

Here comes with power
the Lord God,
who rules by his strong arm;

here is his reward with him,
his recompense before him.

Like a shepherd he feeds his flock;
in his arms he gathers the lambs,

carrying them in his bosom,
and leading the ewes with care.

Responsorial Psalm  
Psalm 85:9–10, 11–12, 13–14 (8)
R. Lord, let us see your kindness,  

and grant us your salvation.
I will hear what God proclaims;

the Lord — for he proclaims peace to his people.

Near indeed is his salvation to those who 
fear him,

glory dwelling in our land.   R.

Kindness and truth shall meet;
justice and peace shall kiss.

Truth shall spring out of the earth,
and justice shall look down from heaven.   R.

The Lord himself will give his benefits;
our land shall yield its increase.

Justice shall walk before him,
and prepare the way of his steps.   R.

Reading II 2 Peter 3:8–14
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the 
Lord one day is like a thousand years and a thou-
sand years like one day. The Lord does not delay 
his promise, as some regard “delay,” but he is 
patient with you, not wishing that any should per-
ish but that all should come to repentance. But the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a mighty roar and the 
elements will be dissolved by fire, and the earth 
and everything done on it will be found out. 

Since everything is to be dissolved in this way, 
what sort of persons ought you to be, conducting 
yourselves in holiness and devotion, waiting for 
and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved in 
flames and the elements melted by fire. But according 
to his promise we await new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, 
beloved, since you await these things, be eager to be 
found without spot or blemish before him, at peace.

Gospel Mark 1:1–8
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son 
of God.

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:

Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you;

he will prepare your way.
A voice of one crying out in the desert:

“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.”
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Rebekah Eklund and Michael R. Simone, sj • With  
At Home with the Word®, both individuals and groups 
find a deeper understanding of the Sunday Scriptures. 
Included in this weekly resource are the readings for each 
Sunday, insights from Scripture scholars, action steps, 
seasonal prayers, and citations for weekday readings. 
Additional reflection questions are available online.

For each Sunday, At Home with the Word® provides:
• Full texts of the three Scripture readings

• The responsorial psalm

• Insights into the readings written by Scripture scholars

• Suggestions for the practice of hope, faith, and charity

• Additional downloadable questions and activities for 
faith-sharing groups and families

Paperback, 8 x 10, 160 pages
978-1-61671-692-9 | Order code: AHW24
1–4 copies: $11 each | 5–99 copies: $9 each | 100 or more: $8 each

At Home with the Word® 2024 
Large Print Edition

The Large Print Edition of At Home with the 
Word® offers increased readability that serves 
both individual and group study.

Paperback, 8 33⁄88 x 10 77⁄88, 304 pages
978-1-61671-693-6 | Order code: AHW24L
1–4 copies: $15 each | 5–99 copies: $13 each | 100 or more: $11 each

Palabra de Dios™ 2024

Palabra de Dios™ guides Spanish-speaking 
communities to a deeper understanding of 
the Sunday Scriptures, providing the readings 
for this liturgical year, insights from pastoral 
leaders, and action steps to strengthen the 
Catholic identity in the world.

Paperback, 8 33⁄88 x 10 77⁄88, 160 pages
978-1-61671-705-6 | Order code: PD24
1–4 copies: $11 each | 5–99 copies: $9 each | 100 or more: $8 each

Fixed Layout Edition E-book | Best viewed on a desktop computer 
Order code: PD24EF  $9 each

Contact LTP at 800-933-1800 or at orders@ltp.org to place bulk orders of the fixed layout edition 
and/or to bill your parish.

Reflowable Layout Edition E-book | Best viewed on tablets and smartphones
$9 each | Order from Apple Books or Google Play

The Living Word™
Leading RCIA Dismissals,  
Years A, B, and C

Various authors including Leisa 
Anslinger and Mary A. Ehle  •  This 
easy-to-use resource provides initia-
tion ministers with the pastoral tools 
needed to lead dismissal sessions 
with adults preparing for baptism. 
Through reflection and discussion, 

each dismissal session guide helps to develop the catechumen’s rela-
tionship with Christ, self, and neighbor by internalizing the Word,  
concentrating their prayer around the Scriptures, and becoming familiar 
with the teachings of the Church.

Paperback, 8 ½ x 11, 352 pages
Year A: 978-1-61671-414-7 | Order code: LWLDA
Year B: 978-1-61671-366-9 | Order code: LWLDB
Year C: 978-1-61671-431-4 | Order code: LWLDC
$34.95

Fixed Layout Edition E-book | Best viewed on a desktop computer | English Order code: AHW24EF
$9 each | Order from LTP.org

Contact LTP at 800-933-1800 or at orders@ltp.org to place bulk orders of the fixed layout edition and/or  
to bill your parish.

Reflowable Layout Edition E-book | Best viewed on tablets and smartphones
$9 each | Order from Apple Books or Google Play
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Keeping the Seasons for Advent and Christmas 2023–2024
Bilingual Print and Digital Resources for Your  
Parish Social Media Accounts, Website, and Bulletins
Keeping the Seasons: Bilingual Print and Digital Resources for Your 
Parish is a downloadable resource that allows you to provide bilingual 
catechesis, prayer, and spiritual nourishment to your parishioners 
throughout Advent and Christmas. For each Sunday, a prayer and 
Scripture reflection are provided, and for each weekday a brief cate-
chesis on Scripture, saints, or Catholic practices is provided, along 
with citations for daily Scripture readings.

With permission to create as many reproducible handouts as needed, 
communicating with your parish community through social media, 
email, or bulletin inserts is made easy.

Use Keeping the Seasons to:
1. Post on your parish Facebook page

 Upload and share the JPGs of the Sunday side of the handout on 
your parish Facebook page, or upload the included artwork, and 
use the text from the Word files provided.

2. Insert into your parish bulletin

 Each week, you can insert the text and art directly into your parish 
bulletin using the JPG of the Sunday side of the handout.

3. Include on your parish website

 Upload and post the “This Week at Home” side of the handout to 
your parish website to reach as many parishioners as possible 
throughout Lent and Easter.

4. Post artwork on your parish Instagram account

 Use the full-color, high-resolution artwork by James B. Janknegt 
included with Keeping the Seasons along with text from the Word 
files provided.

What Am I Doing for 
Advent This Year?

Paul Turner • What Am I Doing for 
Advent This Year? will help you enter 
into the wisdom of Advent—the sea-
son of joyful expectation and spiritual 
preparation for the coming of Christ. 
This booklet is an opportunity for 
spiritual focus and renewal at a usually 
hectic and exhausting time of year. 

Saddlestitched, 5 33⁄88 x 8 55⁄1616, 32 pages
English: 978-1-56854-790-9 | Order code: EDADV
Spanish: 978-1-56854-792-3 | Order code: SDADV
1–24 copies: $1 each | 25–299 copies: $.60 each | 300 or more: $.40 each

Beyond the Manger
A Christmas Devotional

Robert J. Daly, sj  •  This Christmas 
devotional is filled with prayerful imagi-
nation, moving you beyond the familiar 
stories and characters of Christmas 
to encounter Christ in a new way this 
season. You are invited to reflect on how 
Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrec-
tion transform your life and the world 
around you.

Hardcover, 6 x 9, 96 pages
978-1-61671-734-6 | Order code: BMC $26.95

© 2023 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Lisa M. Orchen. Illustrated by Mike Jaroszko. 
Scripture quotations are from the New American Bible, revised edition. Permission to publish granted by 
the Archdiocese of Chicago.

This Week at Home
Monday, December 11
Christ Will Come Again

comes to us at the end of time, often referred to as the parou-
sia. At this time, illness, disability, drought, hunger, sin, con-

today’s readings, resplendent with the promise that our God 
comes to save us. Today’s readings: Isaiah 35:1–10; Psalm 
85: 9–10, 11–12, 13–14; Luke 5:17–26.

Tuesday, December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Today we continue to celebrate Mary’s radiant appearance to 
Juan Diego on Tepeyac Hill, Mexico, in 1531. Mary, whose 
features were those of a Mesoamerican Indian, offered hope 
to the oppressed native peoples, who in turn, named her 
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. The Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is widely celebrated around the world. Venerate 
our patron saint of the Americas in a special way today: 
place her image near the Advent wreath, prepare a special 
meal, pray the Rosary, recall the miraculous story of her 
apparition and all that followed. Today’s readings: Isaiah 
11:1–10; Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 12–13, 17; Luke 10:21–24. 
Zechariah 2:14–17 or Revelation 11:19a; 12:1–6a, 10ab; 
Judith 13:18bcde, 19; Luke 1:26–38 or Luke 1:39–47.

Wednesday, December 13
St. Lucy
The Church remembers St. Lucy, a fourth-century martyr 
whose name means “light,” as the patron saint for those with 
eye disease. Many cultures celebrate St. Lucy with festive 
customs. In Sweden, this day is called Luciadagen. The 
eldest daughter of the family dresses up as St. Lucy and 
greets the family with special breads. Legends tell of 
St. Lucy’s handing out bread in the time of famine. Make or 
purchase two loaves of braided bread and adorn them with 

candles. Enjoy one and surprise a neighbor with the other. 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 40:25–31; Psalm 103:1–2, 3–4, 8, 
10; Matthew 11:28–30.

Thursday, December 14
St. John of the Cross
Today the Church commemorates this saint from sixteenth-
century Spain: St. John of the Cross, whose spiritual writings 
continue to offer inspiration. Severe persecution and suffer-
ing in prison unlocked his poetic gifts. His memorial is 
placed in Advent because his writings so often highlight 
Christ as light penetrating the darkness. Light a candle to 
remember John of the Cross as a reminder that Christ, our 
light, illuminates our hearts especially in times of suffering. 
Today’s readings: Isaiah 41:13–20; Psalm 145:1, 9, 10–11, 
12–13ab; Matthew 11:11–15.

Friday, December 15
Follow the Lord
The response of today’s responsorial psalm proclaims, 
“Those who follow the Lord will have the light of life.” 
Catholics often celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation 
each Advent as an essential element of their spiritual prepa-
ration for the celebration of Christmas. We need help to resist 
the temptation to sin and to grow in holiness. Do not delay. 
Seek reconciliation this Advent and make room in your heart 
to welcome Jesus. Today’s readings: Isaiah 48:17–19; Psalm 
1:1–2, 3, 4, 6; Matthew 11:16–19.

Saturday, December 16
Las Posadas
Las Posadas (from Spanish meaning “the inns”) is a widely 
observed Advent tradition celebrating Christian hospitality 
beginning December 16 and continuing for nine days until 
December 24. The posadas symbolize Mary and Joseph’s 

ways to observe Las Posadas. Through the celebration we are 
reminded that by welcoming the poor and needy, we also 
welcome Jesus. Today’s readings: Sirach 48:1–4, 9–11; 
Psalm 80: 2ac, 3b, 15–16,18–19; Matthew 17:9a, 10–13.

Digital Resource—Downloadable | Bilingual: English and Spanish
978-1-61671-694-3 | Order code: BKSA24  $38

Second Sunday of Advent

Open Our Hearts
God of boundless love,
you are the source of all blessings.
Be our companion through these Advent days.
Bless our nativity scene.
Draw us into the circle of love
that surrounds the newborn Christ child.

Help us prepare our hearts
to welcome him home
with a deep abiding love
and with gratitude for his friendship.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Sunday, December 10, 2023
Prepare a Home for the Lord

Today’s readings: Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11; Psalm 85: 9–10, 
11–12, 13–14; 2 Peter 3:8–14; Mark 1:1–8. The Lord is 
always coming toward us, seeking a home in our lives. 
Advent mindfully prepares our hearts as a permanent dwell-
ing place for the Lord. The letter of St. Peter urges us to 
“conduct ourselves with holiness and devotion, waiting for 
and hastening the day of God” (2 Peter 3:11–12). Time is 
precious during this year’s short Advent as it competes with 
the secular frenzy of the season. Stay attuned to the spirit of 
Advent as you prepare for the coming of our Lord.

Adorn your surroundings with reminders to keep your 
focus on spiritual preparation. Religious imagery forms us 
in powerful ways. The practice of setting up a nativity scene 

at home begins in Advent and continues through the celebra-
tion of the Epiphany. St. Francis of Assisi began this custom 
in 1223 when he celebrated Christmas with his brothers at 
Greccio with a staging of the stable in Bethlehem that 
included live animals. This tradition quickly spread, and 
people began to construct nativity scenes in their homes, 
churches, and public spaces. You might set up your entire 
scene all at once, leaving the crib empty for the Christ child 
to arrive on Christmas Eve. Or set up the scene slowly, plac-

day by day with the Magi arriving on Epiphany with gifts 
for the child Jesus.

NEW!
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OPENING
Today is Labor Day, a day of reflecting on the 
dignity of work. This week we will reflect on 
God’s Great Commandment. Today’s Scripture 
text makes up part of the Shema, a Jewish 
prayer said during evening and morning 
prayer. The Shema contains a profession of 
faith in God and reliance on him alone. Like 
the ancient Israelites, we too are invited to 
respond to God’s grace and mercy with love, 
obedience, and faithfulness. 

 ✚ All make the sign of the cross.

In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

PSALM  (For a longer psalm, see page xi.) 

Psalm 66:1–3a

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth.

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth.

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;
 sing the glory of his name;
 give to him glorious praise.
Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!”

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth.

READING Deuteronomy 5:1a; 6:1, 3, 5–9

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy.

Moses convened all Israel, and said to them: 
Now this is the commandment—the statutes 
and the ordinances—that the Lord your God 
charged me to teach you to observe in the land 
that you are about to cross into and occupy. 
Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them 
diligently, so that it may go well with you, and 
so that you may multiply greatly in a land flow-

ing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God 
of your ancestors, has promised you. You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your might. 
Keep these words that I am commanding you 
today in your heart. Recite them to your chil-
dren and talk about them when you are at 
home and when you are away, when you lie 
down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign 
on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your 
forehead, and write them on the doorposts of 
your house and on your gates.

The Word of the Lord.

 ◆ All observe silence.

FOR SILENT REFLECTION
Think about this silently in your heart. How 
do you commit yourself to God?

CLOSING PRAYER
Let us pray to God for our needs and the needs 
of others: our family, neighborhood, and the 
world. For each need we say, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”

 ◆ All may add their own prayers here.

Let us pray: Our Father   .   .   .   Amen.

God our Father,
we praise you and love you. 
Help us to keep your commandments.
In Christ’s name we pray. 

Amen.

 ✚ All make the sign of the cross.

PRAYER FOR 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2023
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September 10, 2023
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

 ✚ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Gospel Matthew 18:15–20

Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins against you, 
go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he 
listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does not 
listen, take one or two others along with you, so that ‘every 
fact may be established on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. 
If he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him 
as you would a Gentile or a tax collector. Amen, I say to 
you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
Again, amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything for which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them 
by my heavenly Father. For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

Reflection
Jesus shares the Father’s concern that not one person be lost 
and teaches the disciples how to deal with someone who has 
sinned. The goal is not to ostracize the sinner, but to bring 
them back to the fold. If the person persists in choosing sin, 
then others from the community should be enlisted as witnesses. 
These are not witnesses in a legal sense, but people whose 
lives are a witness to God’s love. We all have loved ones 
who have left the Church or perhaps turned away from God. 
Our desire to see them return comes from a place of love 
and concern. When we reach out, our love and concern must 
be the primary message of our words and actions. You are 
that living witness of God’s love for the children you teach.

 ✚ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
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 ✚ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Gospel Matthew 18:21–22

Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother 
sins against me, how often must I forgive? As many as seven 
times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but 
seventy-seven times.”

Reflection
Earlier in this Gospel, Jesus says, “If you do not forgive 
others, neither will your Father forgive your transgressions” 
(Matthew 6:15). In today’s reading, Jesus’ answer to Peter 
recalls this teaching on forgiveness and reminds Peter that we 
are all sinners in need of mercy. If we do not place limits on 
forgiving others, God will not limit his forgiveness of our 
sins. The more we are aware of our own faults and weaknesses, 
the more empathy and compassion we will have for others. 
It is only through humility that we can recognize the sins 
of judging and self-righteousness that cause further hurt. 
In your classroom, create an environment that encourages 
apologizing and forgiveness.

 ✚ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

September 17, 2023
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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Karla Hardersen • Children’s Daily Prayer is 
a form of the Liturgy of the Hours, adapted for 
children. It helps guide children in a daily ser-
vice of communal prayer following the pattern 
of the Church’s Morning Prayer.

The heart of this annual resource is a simple 
order of prayer for each day and week that 
can be easily led by a student. Designed to 
fit seamlessly into your day, the entire prayer 
service takes no more than five to eight min-
utes. Daily Scripture texts have been carefully 
selected to help children “walk through the 
Bible” and become familiar with the great sto-
ries and themes of salvation history.

More pronunciation guides have been added in 
the opening sections and within the Scripture 
passages to accommodate young readers who 
will be leading prayer. Teachers, catechists, 
and parents can use Children’s Daily Prayer 
to instill in children the habit of prayer and help 
form them in the heart of Christ’s paschal mys-
tery, the core and center of all liturgical prayer. Children’s Daily Prayer 2023–2024 includes:

• An order of prayer for each day and week of the school year from August 20, 
2023, to June 28, 2024

• Prayer services suitable for classroom and large gatherings, for solemnities, 
feasts, and other special occasions

• An “About the Season” section explaining each liturgical time, its character, 
and how to create conducive prayer environments

• Send-home pages connecting children’s classroom and home lives

• Instructions for parents on using the book with their children at home,  
and how to set up a prayer space

Children’s Daily Prayer 2023–2024

Sunday Prayer for Catechists 2023–2024

Kathryn Ball-Boruff • This booklet invites catechists in your parish to 
develop a habit of personal prayer and reflection on the Word of God. This 
annual resource provides Gospel texts from the Sunday lectionary and 
reflections that connect the message of Scripture to working with young people 
in order to help catechists grow spiritually through their ministry.

Saddlestitched, 4 11⁄88 x 7 ½, 64 pages
English: 978-1-61671-706-3 | Order code: SPC24
1–29 copies: $2.50 each | 30 or more: $1.50 each

Paperback, 8 33⁄88 x 10 77⁄88, 368 pages
978-1-61671-696-7 | Order code: CDP24
Single copy: $17  | 2–9 copies: $15 each | 10 or more: $14 each
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Children’s Liturgy of the Word 2023–2024
Kristen Hempstead McGann • The celebration of the Liturgy of the Word with children is a 
liturgical experience that opens young people to hear and respond to God’s Word in ways that 
enable them to be nurtured and challenged by its power, and to experience the grace of the 
Word of God. Children’s Liturgy of the Word 2023–2024 enables teachers and catechists to 
confidently lead children through the Liturgy of the Word. It provides liturgy preparation pages 
and liturgy guides for every Sunday and holyday of obligation throughout the year, as well as full 
texts of child-appropriate homilies and reflections.

Paperback, 8 33⁄88 x 10 77⁄88, 272 pages
978-1-61671-697-4 | Order code: CLW24
1–2 copies: $30 each | 3 or more: $25 each

How to Lead Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Pat Fosarelli, Donna Eschenauer, Paul Turner  •  This booklet is a primer for those who serve as prayer 
leaders of children’s Liturgy of the Word. Offering valuable insight into the role that children’s Liturgy of 
the Word plays in child development, this guide explains how prayer leaders can best meet the unique 
developmental needs of children. This booklet provides an understanding of the origins and practice of 
this liturgy as well as an overview of the role of the prayer leader. 

This booklet offers practical suggestions for: 
• leading prayer

• crafting reflections and intercessions 

• preparing the liturgical environment

Children’s Liturgy of the Word © 2023 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. Do not photocopy this book. 7

September 10, 2023
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Light, Life, and Love

 Scripture Background
Ezekiel 33:7– 9 Ezekiel, a prophet during the Babylonian exile (586  –  536 bc), articulates 
why God seems to have abandoned the house of Israel. From chapter 32 onward, Ezekiel speaks 
words of comfort and tells of the eventual restoration of the people. The image of the watch-
man, one responsible for alerting the people of impending danger, surfaces as an apt descrip-
tion of Ezekiel’s prophetic vocation. 

Such a role demands that Ezekiel be attentive to God’s Word. That attentiveness carries with 
it the heavy responsibility of faithfully announcing God’s Word and desires to the people. The 
hope is that the people will be attentive to the prophet’s words, leading them to reject injustice 
and turn back to God. As Ezekiel is called to be responsive to God’s Word, so are the people. 
Ezekiel stresses that there is always time to turn back from injustice and respond to God’s 
covenant love. The prophet’s vocation has a strong ethical dimension for Ezekiel. As a moral 
teacher, he fulfills his responsibility by being a watchman for the people, calling them back to 
God’s covenant relationship. The responsibility is now on the people to respond with open 
minds and hearts.

Psalm 95:1– 2, 6 –7, 8 – 9 (8) Most psalms have their origins in Israel’s liturgical life, 
focused in temple worship. The refrain from Psalm 95 challenges the people to listen to God’s 
voice and to open, not harden, their hearts to its invitation. The verses selected for this Sunday 
invite the people to worship, asking them to enter the worship space and attentively listen to 
God’s Word. 

God is depicted as the rock of salvation and the shepherd who guides and protects. God can 
be trusted and relied upon without hesitation. Will the people follow through by opening their 
hearts and minds to God’s Word, or will they harden their hearts like some of their ancestors 
did in the desert? God desires open and faithful hearts. The responsibility to choose correctly 
is theirs. 

Romans 13:8 –10 This passage is part of Paul’s ethical exhortations to the Romans in chap-
ters 12 –15. Paul stresses that we are to “owe nothing to anyone except to love one another.” For 
Paul, love of others fulfills the law. Love is not above the law; rather, love is the reason why one 
fulfills the demands of the law. Paul enjoins love in all matters of the law, singling out four 
commandments as examples of how to concretize such love. Such actions would severely dis-
rupt community relations. Following through on them with love will ensure that community 
relations are guided by the desire to wish nothing but good for the other. 

Love demands that we pay attention to the needs of others while at the same time attending 
to our own needs. Such attentiveness demands a constant and deliberate lifestyle of self-giving. 
It calls us to active responsibility in the choices we make, remaining continually attentive to 
ethical demands. 

Matthew 18:15 – 20 Matthew has Jesus address the challenges of disagreement and lack of 
harmony and respect among members of Christ’s disciples. Mathew is the only evangelist who 
twice (in last week’s Gospel and today’s) uses the word ekklesia for Christ’s disciples, often 
translated as “the assembly of Christ,” or “the Church.” The passage reads like a manual for 
Christ’s community on how to work toward reconciliation in addressing conflict and sinfulness 
among community members. It also addresses how to handle a member who hardens his or her 

Connections to 
Church Teaching 
and Tradition

 “ ‘Christ Jesus   .   .   .   is 
present in many ways to 
his Church:1 in his word, 
in his Church’s prayer,   .   .   . 
in the poor, the sick, and 
the imprisoned, in the 
sacraments  .   .   . ’2” 
(CCC, 1373).

 “The transformation of 
social relationships that 
responds to the demands of 
the Kingdom of God .   .   .   is 
a task entrusted to the 
Christian community, 
which is to develop it 
and carry it out through 
reflection and practices 
inspired by the Gospel” 
(CSDC, 53). 

1. Rom 8:34; cf. LG 48. 
2. SC 7.
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mind and heart to the community’s counsel, while assuring the faithful community of Christ’s 
presence in his or her deliberations. 

The process entails one-on-one conversation with the offending member, encouraging atten-
tive listening to the needs of others. If nothing comes of the individual encounter, then another 
engagement is counseled, this time with several witnesses. If this fails as well, then the whole 
assembly actively encourages reconciliation. If the other is not moved, then separation from the 
community is the only logical outcome. The faithful community is assured that in working 
toward reconciliation, Christ is actively present with them, no matter the final resolution. 

Jesus promises that whenever the community prays for guidance in matters that affect the 
wellbeing of the entire community, he will be with them. The responsibility to work toward 
reconciliation, to pray for guidance, and to rely on Christ’s abiding presence belongs to the 
entire community and not just its leaders. 

  Preparation
As members of the Body of Christ, we recognize our responsibility for pursuing the good not 
only for ourselves, but also for one another and for the world. This requires naming the bad, 
the unjust, and the sinful in order that it can be corrected. We observe this corporate respon-
sibility throughout the history of salvation. In particular, the prophet Ezekiel was named 
“watchman” by God, and Ezekiel identified the danger of wickedness for the community of 
Israel so that a response was possible. We recognize the danger of wickedness as contrary to the 
rule of love. When we need to speak it aloud, we do so gradually and with respect for the one 
who needs to hear it.

Objectives

• To invite the children to the work of naming and responding to sin in love.

• To offer a three-stage response to conflict resolution as presented by Jesus in the 
Gospel of Matthew.

Preparation and Materials

• Read the Season Background, the lectionary readings, and the Scripture 
Background.

• Bookmark the appropriate readings (see page xiv) in the lectionary, children’s 
lectionary, or Bible. Place the book in a convenient location for the leader.

• Write the words of dismissal on a card for the priest celebrant.

• Prepare the words of the song the children will sing as they gather in the space 
for the Liturgy of the Word.

• Select volunteers (older children or adults) to proclaim the readings.

• Display the responsorial psalm refrain lyrics.

• Display the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed.

• Prepare intercessions for the prayer of the faithful adapted for the needs of the 
Church, world, oppressed or marginalized, and local community.

Prayer Leader Reflection Questions

 » What sin do you see in your world, in your community, or in your heart that needs to 
be named?

 » How do you deal with conflict when you have been hurt? When you respond, how can 
you follow the model of Jesus?

Lectionary for Mass 
#127A

Ezekiel 33:7–9

Psalm 95:1–2, 6–7, 
8–9 (8)

Romans 13:8–10

Matthew 18:15–20
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Following the collect of the Mass, the priest celebrant picks up the lectionary and invites those 
who would like to participate in the Liturgy of the Word with children to come forward and 
gather in the center aisle. The people who will lead the children out and facilitate the Liturgy of 
the Word also come forward at this time. Holding the lectionary so that all can see, the priest 
celebrant sends the children forth using his own words or the following:

 Priest: Children, as you go to listen to God’s Word remember what Jesus says 
today: “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20). Jesus will be with you and speak 
to you. Go in Jesus’ love.

The leader processes out holding the lectionary, and the children follow behind. The parish 
music minister may have selected a song of dismissal for the assembly to sing while the children 
leave. A good option is “The Word of God: Children’s Dismissal” by M. D. Ridge and Timothy R. 
Smith (WLP/GIA).

Continue to sing the song of dismissal that the assembly sang as you left the church. Or sing “Your 
Word is a Lamp” (Marchionda) or “Alleluia, Give the Glory” (Hurd) or have instrumental music 
playing as the children gather in the space for the Liturgy of the Word.

Place the lectionary on the ambo or lectern. Light the candle placed by the ambo or lectern, 
and then lead the following prayer:

  O heavenly Father,  
open our hearts to your holy Word and help us to follow Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever.

Children: Amen.

Ezekiel 33:7–9

Psalm 95:1–2, 6–7, 8–9 (8) Sing the same musical setting that is used in your parish’s celebration of 
the liturgy.

Romans 13:8–10

Sing the Gospel acclamation used in your parish’s celebration of the liturgy.

Matthew 18:15–20

 » What is a watchman?

In today’s first reading, we hear how God made the prophet Ezekiel a “watchman.” At the time 
that the prophet Ezekiel was alive, people who lived together in a city would work together for the 
safety of the whole community. The city might be surrounded by a wall and a watchman would 
stand on the wall to watch for danger. That person would let the community know if danger was 
approaching. Then the community could act to protect itself. The danger the prophet Ezekiel 
announced, however, was not an attack or something about to intrude into the community. The 
danger was wickedness. When Ezekiel saw sin, he had to announce that it was present so the 
people could fight against it. By calling Ezekiel a “watchman,” God announced that Ezekiel was respon-
sible not only for himself but for the whole community, and his job was to announce danger so they 
could keep themselves safe. Ezekiel belonged to the people of Israel and they belonged to him.

In baptism, we become part of the Body of Christ. We have the responsibility to do the same. 
Because we belong to one another, we have a responsibility to one another. One way that we take 
care of others is by naming the sin we see so that it can be fought against or corrected.

As we try to protect others and keep them safe, how do we do this? We do so with love. Paul 
remembered what Jesus said about the law, that all of it is fulfilled in these words: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Romans 13:9, see Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 22:34–40; Mark 12:28–34; 
Luke 10:25–28). When we say these words, we name two people who are loved: our neighbors and 

Procession

Centering

First Reading
Responsorial Psalm

Second Reading
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading
Homily/Reflection
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ourselves. If we don’t love ourselves, it doesn’t mean very much to love our neighbors in the 
same way. One important time to name the sin we see is when someone is hurting us. Another 
important time is when we see our neighbor being hurt.

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus teaches us a procedure for dealing with issues so that we can 
live together better in community. First, whenever we have an issue, we go directly to the per-
son and talk with that person one-on-one. We tell that person—just between the two of us—
how he or she is hurting us. If the person doesn’t listen, then we need to try step two: we go to 
someone else for help to resolve the problem between us. Now, if that doesn’t work, and the 
person doesn’t listen to the community of people, we stay away from that person. 

It isn’t easy to hear that we are choosing sin and it isn’t easy for other people to hear that either. 
We hope and pray that if we are choosing sin, people who love us will let us know and help us 
to make it right. We know that God gives us the grace to turn away from sin and even more 
grace in the sacrament of reconciliation. We can choose love, the fulfillment of the law.

(Note for prayer leader: Remember also that Jesus did not actually stay away from Gentiles and 
tax collectors. One of his closest friends was a tax collector, but the people to whom Jesus was 
speaking were used to thinking about tax collectors and Gentiles as people to stay away from.)

Following the homily or reflection, the prayer leader invites everyone to stand to profess our 
faith. Together, sing or recite the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed. Refer the children to the words of 
the prayer that you have displayed.

 Leader: Grateful for our faith, we now bring our prayers to God. Please 
respond, “Hear us, O Lord.”

  That all members of the Church throughout the world may be free to 
gather in the name of Jesus, we pray: Hear us, O Lord.

  That leaders of the world, especially those whose nations are at war, 
may seek peace through reconciliation, we pray: Hear us, O Lord.

  That those who seek forgiveness be open to the mercy of God, we pray: 
Hear us, O Lord. 

  That our parish community may grow in loving kindness toward one 
another, we pray: Hear us, O Lord.

Invite other intercessions from the children, or add intercessions based on the current needs 
of the Church, the world, the oppressed or marginalized, and the local community. Conclude 
each of the children’s petitions with “we pray” and invite the response “Hear us, O Lord.”

  That those who have died may enter the presence of the Lord with 
praise and thanksgiving, we pray: Hear us, O Lord.

  Ever-loving and merciful God,  
you have brought forgiveness of sin to your faithful  
through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, your Son. 
May we show the same compassion and mercy 
to those who have trespassed against us. 
Hear the prayers of your children. 
Through Christ our Lord.

Children: Amen.

Quietly return with the children to the main assembly. Be mindful of children having 
difficulty finding their families.

Profession  
of Faith

Prayer of 
the Faithful
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Children’s Liturgy of the Word 2023–2024 offers:
• An overview of the season

• Weekly guides for leading and preparing the liturgy with Scripture citations

• Suggestions for preparing an appropriate liturgical environment

• Weekly commentary on all three readings and the responsorial slam, as well 
as connections to Church teachings and traditions

• Weekly reflections for the children’s Liturgy of the Word

Saddlestitched, 6 x 9, 64 pages
978-1-61671-183-2 | Order code: LCLW

1–4 copies: $7.95 each 
5 or more: $5.95 each
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The Living Word™ 2023–2024
Various authors, including Julie Dienno-
Demarest and Aires Patulot  •  The Living 
Word™ helps youth ministers, parish cate-
chists, and high school religion teachers meet 
teens where they are and guide them to a 
deeper understanding of the Gospel’s role in 
their lives. This model of liturgical catechesis 
through lectionary readings enhances the 
liturgical preparation, liturgical participation, 
and liturgical living of teens. Each session can 
be easily incorporated into lessons or group 
activities that have already been planned. 

Paperback, 8 ½ x 11, 260 pages
978-1-61671-702-5 | Order code: LWGR24
Single copy: $35 | 2 or more: $30 each

2 ORDINARY TIME DuRINg FAll

August 6, 2023

FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION  
OF THE LORD

lECTIONARY #614A
Daniel 7:9 –10, 13 –14 
Psalm 97:1– 2, 5 – 6, 9 
2 Peter 1:16 –19 
Matthew 17:1– 9

Prepare for the Word
The following elements may be used by the catechist, 
teacher, or youth minister to prepare to facilitate today’s 
session with teens. You may integrate this information into 
the reflection and discussion on today’s readings. The 
handout for this Sunday’s session is found online. Visit www 
.ltp.org/lwgr to access the PDF and JPG files. Send to teens 
by email or upload to social media before gathering for 
today’s session.

Leader’s Context
In today’s Gospel, we find Jesus on a journey with 
Peter, James, and John. Jesus takes them up a moun-
tain for an experience that will astonish them. While 
there, they witness an exchange between Jesus, Elijah, 
and Moses. The disciples are nervous and filled with 
amazement. At one point, Peter even suggests that 
they pitch tents and stay on the mountain. As the 
passage ends, the disciples are still questioning what 
this event means. We reflect today on the journey of 
faith, and how Jesus journeys with us as we climb 
our own mountains. His companionship transforms 
us and sustains us.

�FOCuS: The journey of faith will take many 
turns, but the Lord will guide our path.

Liturgical Calendar Connection
On August 6th, the Church reflects on and cele-
brates the transfiguration of Jesus. The disciples 
have an experience that challenges their faith and 
their understanding of who Jesus is and what his 
future entails. The transfiguration is a turning point 
for these three disciples. They are given an experi-
ence that reveals more of Jesus’ divinity, yet they are 
also told by Jesus that he will die. For the second 

time (the first being at Jesus’ baptism), we hear the 
voice of God naming Jesus as his Son. This feast 
reminds us of the glory of Christ, both in his trans-
figuration and in his resurrection.

Church Teaching Connection
“The disciples’ ascent up Mount Tabor leads us to 
ref lect on the importance of disengaging from 
worldly matters.   .   .   .   It is a matter of being attentive 
to the careful and prayerful listening of Christ, the 
beloved Son of the Father, seeking intimate moments 
of prayer that allow for the docile and joyful welcom-
ing of the Word of God. In this spiritual ascent, in 
this disengagement from worldly matters, we are 
called to rediscover the peaceful and regenerative 
silence of meditating on the Gospel, on the reading 
of the Bible, which leads to a destination rich in 
beauty, splendour and joy” (Pope Francis, Angelus 
Message, August 6, 2017).

Hear the Word
Use this resource, a Lectionary, or a Bible to proclaim the 
reading. The book should be held reverently or placed on a 
lectern. If possible, light a candle that is placed near where 
the Gospel will be proclaimed. Gesture for teens to stand. 

Gospel Acclamation
Use the same musical setting that is used in your parish or 
at school Masses. Teens may help with music and proclaim 
the Gospel.

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel Matthew 17:1– 9

 Reader: A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew.

 All: Glory to you, O Lord.

All make the sign of the cross on their forehead, lips, 
and heart.

Jesus took Peter, James, and his brother, John, and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he 
was transfigured before them; his face shone like 
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Celebrating the Lectionary®

Celebrating the Lectionary® picks up where most textbooks or traditional catechetical 
programs leave off, helping form children in the Mass and providing them with timely 
background and reflection on the seasons of the liturgical year. The go-to resources for 
faith formation of children of all ages, this is the prefect supplement to help bring the 
richness of the Sunday Gospel and liturgical year into any Catholic school or parish 
religious education program.

Fifteen-minute lectionary-based catechetical sessions for every Sunday and holyday of 
obligation is the core of the resource. It also includes reproducible, send-home pages that 
families can use to live the message of the lectionary and celebrate the seasons of the 
liturgical year.

The Living Word™ includes the following:
• Complete and flexible 15-minute sessions  

to complement your current teen programs

• Connections to the liturgical calendar and  
to Catholic teachings

• Ritual with the proclamation of the Gospel

• Reflections to help teens understand the Gospel in the context of their own 
experiences and concerns

• Useful tools for integrating the New Evangelization in your teen ministry

• Digital reproducibles (in PDF or JPG format) for teens that can be printed, 
emailed, or shared via social media

SCAN

QR
CODE
to view all titles in the  
Celebrating the Lectionary®  
series

Celebrating the Lectionary  
for Preschool and Kindergarten
Year A: 978-1-61671-504-5 | CTLKA
Year B: 978-1-61671-571-7 | CTLKB
Year C: 978-1-61671-483-3 | CTLKC
Buy all three years and save 20% | CTLKP $72

Celebrating the Lectionary  
for Primary Grades
Year A: 978-1-61671-503-8 | CTLPA
Year B: 978-1-61671-570-0 | CTLPB
Year C: 978-1-61671-484-0 | CTLPC
Buy all three years and save 20% | CTLPP $72

Celebrating the Lectionary  
for Intermediate Grades
Year A: 978-1-61671-502-1 | CTLIA
Year B: 978-1-61671-573-1 | CTLIB
Year C: 978-1-61671-481-9 | CTLIC
Buy all three years and save 20% | CTLIP $72

Celebrating the Lectionary  
for Junior High
Year A: 978-1-61671-505-2 | CTLJA
Year B: 978-1-61671-572-4 | CTLJB
Year C: 978-1-61671-482-6 | CTLJC
Buy all three years and save 20% | CTLJP $72
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Kerri Mecke-Lozano  • The perfect 
resource for those looking to enrich their 
family’s life of faith! Simple and approach-
able, this book is designed to guide even 
the busiest families in more fully integrating 
the Sunday Gospel into their everyday lives.

For each Sunday, families are provided the 
Gospel reading and a reflection, discussion 
questions, and suggested family activities.

Prompts for conversation on the way to and 
from Mass inspire children to focus and 
engage with different aspects of the liturgy, 
while simple family activities reinforce the 
connection between the Gospel stories and 
daily family life.

Reflections and prompts can be used:
• On the way to and from Sunday Mass

• At the dinner table

• Before bedtime

Paperback, 5 33⁄88 x 8 33⁄88, 128 pages
978-1-61671-698-1 | Order code: CSCF24
1–29 copies: $6 each | 30–299 copies: $4 each 
300 or more: $2 each

Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families 2023–2024

Praying Together
Ideas for Developing Family Prayer 
in Your Home

Karla Hardersen  •  Praying Together 
offers parents and families insights 
into how they might make prayer a 
more intrinsic part of their daily life and 
foster an understanding of prayer as 
communication and relationship with 
God. This practical guide will help and 
inspire parents to make prayer a part  
of their family life.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 112 pages
978-1-61671-428-4 | Order code: PRT $12.95

Violence and Nonviolence  
in Scripture
Helping Children Understand 
Challenging Stories

Catherine Maresca  •  Children often 
struggle with the Biblical stories that 
portray God as violent or condoning 
violence. Maresca provides us with an 
approach for helping children to develop 
a foundational relationship with God 
before engaging Scriptural accounts  
that challenge their understanding of 
God’s actions.

Paperback, 5 33⁄88 x 8 33⁄88, 112 pages
978-1-61671-497-0 | Order code: VNS $12.95
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October 15, 2023

Twenty-Eighth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time

Hearing the Word
Matthew 22:1–10

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief priests and elders of 
the people in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may 
be likened to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son. 
He dispatched his servants to summon the invited guests 
to the feast, but they refused to come. A second time he sent 
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those invited: “Behold, I have 
prepared my banquet, my calves and fattened cattle are killed, 
and everything is ready; come to the feast.”’ Some ignored 
the invitation and went away, one to his farm, another to his 
business. The rest laid hold of his servants, mistreated them, 
and killed them. The king was enraged and sent his troops, 
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said 
to his servants, ‘The feast is ready, but those who were invited 
were not worthy to come. Go out, therefore, into the main 
roads and invite to the feast whomever you find.’ The servants 
went out into the streets and gathered all they found, bad and 
good alike, and the hall was filled with guests.”
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Reflecting on the Word
Have you ever had to prepare invitations for a birthday party 
or other family event? We send out invitations and hope that 
those invited will come, because we look forward to gather-
ing with those we love. Today’s Gospel reminds us that the 
Lord prepares a banquet for us and has invited us to join the 
feast! Just as we desire to gather with loved ones, the Lord 
eagerly awaits our coming to him. Ask him to help you 
respond to his invitation with joy.

          ON THE WAY TO MASS

What are some things that get in the way of seeing God’s invitation 
in our lives? What worries take our time and attention away 
from God?

ON THE WAY HOME FROM MASS          

Jesus preaches often about the kingdom of God and what life will 
be like there. Today’s Gospel image of the kingdom is a wedding 
feast. How do you imagine the kingdom of God? What is it like?

Living the Word
To receive an invitation is special. How have we been invited 
into a relationship with God? Who are the people who have 
been the messengers of this generous invitation? Make a 
list of the people whose voices and actions invite us to draw 
closer to God. Write thank-you notes or call them on the 
phone to thank them for being a witness to the kingdom.
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Las familias católicas  
celebran el domingo 2023–2024

Kerri Mecke-Lozano

Paperback, 5 33⁄88 x 8 33⁄88, 128 pages  
Spanish: 978-1-61671-701-8 | Order code: FCCD24
1–9 copies: $6 each | 10–49 copies: $4 each 
50 or more: $2 each
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Companion to the 
Calendar, Second Edition
A Guide to the Saints, Seasons, 
and Holidays of the Year

This invaluable resource offers short 
biographies of the saints, along with 
information about Catholic devotions 
and observances throughout the 
year.

Paperback, 8 x 10, 176 pages
978-1-56854-260-7 | Order code: COMCAL2  $17.95

Year of Grace 2024 Liturgical Calendars

Tracy Rodenborn | Illustrated by Sally Wern Comport • This 2024 
calendar presents the storytelling art of Sally Wern Comport. Her illus-
trations of five conversion stories—five transformative encounters with 
Jesus—call us to reflect more deeply on our own ongoing conversion 
to Christ. How are we experiencing Christ’s call in this moment of life? 
The pictures also invite us to learn more about the way the Church 
welcomes and forms new Catholic Christians through the Order of 
Christian Initiation of Adults.

The illustrations of these conversion stories may remind us of var-
ious moments in our lives in Christ. At the center of the calendar, 
Zacchaeus is looking down at Jesus from high up in the tree. This is 
the moment Zacchaeus hears Jesus calling him, and when his life 
is beginning to change forever (Luke 19:1–10). In the four corners, 
we see other people who are being transformed: the woman at the 
well by conversation (John 4), the man born blind through a healing 
(John 9:1–12), Mary, Martha, and the crowd, who witness the raising 
of Lazarus (John 11:1–45), and the first disciples as they are called by 
Jesus (Matthew 4:18–22).

The Year of Grace 2024 liturgical calendar follows the Sundays of 
Year B and the weekdays of Year II, beginning December 3, 2023  
(the First Sunday of Advent) and ending Saturday, November 30, 2024 
(the last day of the liturgical year).

Use the Year of Grace calendar in many ways:
• Give one to every household in the parish and school.

• Hang one in every classroom, meeting room, and in the church 
vestibule to teach about the liturgical year.

• Assign students to report on specific liturgical days.

• Present calendars to first communicants and confirmation  
candidates.

Laminated Poster, 26 x 26
English: 978-1-61671-713-1 | Order code: YG24LL  $18
Spanish: 978-1-61671-691-2 | Order code: AG24LL  $18

Paper Poster, 26 x 26
English: 978-1-61671-714-8 | Order code: YG24LP
Spanish: 978-1-61671-688-2 | Order code: AG24LP
Single copy: $11 | 2–24 copies: $9 each | 25 or more: $8 each

Laminated Notebook, 11 x 17, Single Sheets
English: 978-1-61671-715-5 | Order code: YG24SL  $7
Spanish: 978-1-61671-689-9 | Order code: AG24SL  $7

Paper Notebook, 11 x 17, Pack of 25
English: 978-1-61671-712-4 | Order code: YG24SP  $16
Spanish: 978-1-61671-690-5 | Order code: AG24SP  $16
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Planning Calendars for 2024
Ordinary Time

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (71) 

Dt 18:15 – 20 • Ps 95:1 – 2, 6 – 7, 7 – 9 • 1 Cor 7:32 – 35 • Mk 1:21 – 28

Psalter Week IV

WEEKDAY (323) 

2 Sm 15:13 – 14, 30; 16:5 – 13 • Ps 3:2 – 3, 4 – 5, 6 – 7 • Mk 5:1 – 20

WEEKDAY (324) 

2 Sm 18:9 – 10, 14b, 24 – 25a, 30 — 19:3 • Ps 86:1 – 2, 3 – 4, 5 – 6 • Mk 5:21 – 43

MEMORIAL OF ST. JOHN BOSCO, PRIEST (325) 

2 Sm 24:2, 9 – 17 • Ps 32:1 – 2, 5, 6, 7 • Mk 6:1 – 6

WEEKDAY (326) 

1 Kgs 2:1 – 4, 10 – 12 • 1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d – 12a, 12bcd • Mk 6:7 – 13

FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD (524) 

Mal 3:1 – 4 • Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10 • Heb 2:14 – 18 • Lk 2:22 – 40 or 2:22 – 32

Proper Psalter

WEEKDAY (328) 

Optional Memorials of St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr / red; St. Ansgar, Bishop / white; 
Blessed Virgin Mary / white

1 Kgs 3:4 – 13 • Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 • Mk 6:30 – 34

green

white

green

white

green

green

green

If today you hear his voice, harden 

  not your hearts.

 — Psalm 95 (8)

March 2024
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February 2024
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January–February 2024
THE LORD’S DAY

Catholic Schools Week

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

CatholiC Press month, month of the Passion of the lord  

and of the holy family, and national

     blaCk history month

FRIDAY

First Friday

Groundhog Day

World Day for Consecrated Life 

SATURDAY

first saturday

blessing of throats

bienaVenturada Virgen maría de suyaPa (honduras) 
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The Catholic Planning Calendar 2024

This 13-month tear-off planning calendar runs from the First Sunday 
of Advent until the last day of the calendar year. It is 22”×17” and can 
be used as a desk blotter or hung on the wall. Its easy-to-use format 
provides ample space for recording monthly plans and schedules, and 
it includes pertinent Roman Catholic liturgical information and secular 
holidays and observances.

Tear off, 22 x 17, 15 pages
Order code: PC24 | 1–4 copies: $19.95 each | 5 or more: $17.95 each

e-Ordo 2024

The eOrdo is an electronic calendar file containing 
the details of the liturgical year that can be imported 
into most electronic calendars and platforms. It 
follows the liturgical year from December 3, 2023, 
through November 30, 2024. The eOrdo includes 

details of the liturgical year such as colors, seasons, solemnities, 
feasts, memorials, and much more. Available as a compressed .zip 
download, it can be imported into most electronic calendars and plat-
forms (PC, Mac, smartphones, and tablets).

Digital product | Order code: ORDO24E
1–2 copies: $21.95 each | 3 or more: $18.95 each

e-Ordo 2023 & 2024 Pack

Save and purchase 2023 and 2024 together! This 
pack contains the 2023 eOrdo that goes from 
December 3, 2023, to November 30, 2023 and the 
2024 eOrdo.

Digital Product—Downloadable
Order code: ORDO2324EP $34.95

2024 Liturgy and Appointment Calendar

This calendar helps you celebrate the liturgy each day! It works like a mini-ordo—each 
day includes the liturgical observance (such as the First Sunday of Advent or the Memorial 
of Our Lady of Sorrows), the citations of the readings of the day, the proper liturgical 
colors, and the Psalter for the Liturgy of the Hours. It also includes civic observances for 
North America.

Spiral, 8 x 10, 128 pages
Order code: LAC24 | Single copy: $18 | 2 or more: $16 each
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In the Anointed series, Liturgy Training Publications offers resources to assist the parish as 
they develop a deeper understanding of what it means to be Church. The series not only helps 
parishioners comprehend the meaning of their baptism but shows parish leadership how to 
animate the priestly service of the faithful. We hope this new series will form and transform your 
parish community to live as priest, prophet, and king in the world today.

Anointed to Lead
The Baptismal Call  
of the Parish Staff

This resource guides parish 
staff in a discussion on the 
communal nature of bap-
tism and provides concrete 

examples of how parishioners can be led to 
embrace their baptismal call.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 144 pages
978-1-61671-684-4 | Order code: ATL
1–3 copies: $15.95 each | 4 or more: $12.95 each

E-book: $12.95 | Order from Apple Books, Google Play,  
or Amazon Kindle

Anointed for Mission
Exercising Your  
Baptismal Call

This resource will assist 
parishioners in understanding 
their vocation to make Christ 
tangibly present in the world.

Paperback, 5 33⁄88 x 8 33⁄88, 80 pages
978-1-61671-685-1 | Order code: AFM
1–4 copies: $8.95 each | 5 or more: $6.95 each

E-book: $6.95 | Order from Apple Books, Google Play,  
or Amazon Kindle

Anointed for 
Discipleship
The Meaning of 
Baptism for Our 
Christian Life

This short booklet explores the Catholic 
understanding of the sacrament of baptism 
and the baptized Christian’s important role in 
sharing the light of Christ.

Saddlestitched, 4 ¼ x 5 ½, 32 pages
English: 978-1-61671-686-8 | Order code: EAFD
Spanish: 978-1-61671-687-5 | Order code: SAFD
1–49 copies: $3 each | 50–499 copies: $2 each 
500 or more: $1 each

Anointed Series
“ He now anoints you…so that you may remain members of Christ, 
Priest, Prophet and King.” (Order of Baptism of Children, 62)

For Parish Staff
For Liturgical Ministers, Catechists, 
and Volunteer Leaders For the Assembly

Bring the inspiring vision of the Anointed series to your community with an interactive formation 
event! Led by LTP’s dynamic presenters and facilitators, this offering will strengthen participants’ 
understanding of their baptismal identity. Together, we’ll explore our essential role in the Church’s 
mission, reflect on our unique gifts, and awaken a renewed commitment to service in the Church 
and the world.

Work with LTP to schedule a customized and affordable enrichment experience for your community.  
Email Michael Ruzicki at training@ltp.org or call 773-579-4900, ext. 3531.

Anointed for Mission—Parish Enrichment Series
“ For parish renewal to take place in the twenty-first century,  
the power and authority of our baptism must be reclaimed.”

—Stephen S. Wilbricht, csc

SCAN

QR
CODE

to learn more and  
download the materials!

Anointed

LTP has developed a faith formation series that will guide participants through 
Anointed for Mission and bring them to a better understanding of their gifts and 

ways to live their lives as disciples.

This FREE series includes leader’s guides, participant agendas, videos, and promotional materials  
to help you present this dynamic and engaging series in your parish community.



New Bereavement Resources
With the Order of Christian Funerals as the foundation, LTP has developed a series of resources 
designed to help parishes form and maintain an effective bereavement ministry—a ministry  
that supports ministers spiritually while guiding them to care for those who mourn and helping 
them build a parish community that consoles. These resources, used together or individually, 
provide the guidance and formation needed for your parish’s ministry to be theologically sound, 
pastorally sensitive, and grounded in Scripture and best liturgical practice.

Guide for Forming a Parish 
Bereavement Ministry

Robert Valle  •  Rooted in the Order of 
Christian Funerals, this book guides parish 
leaders toward creating a bereavement min-
istry that flows from the liturgical and pastoral 
vision of the Church’s official funeral rites—a 
ministry grounded in the consoling power of 
the rites and sensitive to the pastoral needs 
of the grieving. It includes detailed materials 
for forming bereavement ministers and facili-
tating a grief support group.

Paperback, 8 ½ x 11, 144 pages
978-1-61671-722-3 | Order code: FPBM $54.95

An Introduction to Bereavement 
Ministry
Caring for Those Who Mourn

Corinna Laughlin  •  In pastoral and engaging 
prose, author Corinna Laughlin unfolds the 
Church’s theology of Christian death, the 
paschal mystery, the communion of saints, 
and the healing power of the rites. When you 
use An Introduction to Bereavement Ministry: 
Caring for Those Who Mourn, you will ensure 
that all the ordained, professional staff, and 
volunteer parishioners who feel called to 
console are consciously working out of the 
Church’s vision expressed in the Order of 
Christian Funerals.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 112 pages
978-1-61671-721-6 | Order code: IBM
1-4 copies: $14.95 each | 5 or more: $11.95 each

Grieving
A Spiritual Process for Catholics

Paula Kosin  •  Written by an experienced 
facilitator of grief support groups, Grieving: 
A Spiritual Process for Catholics leads the 
bereaved through a process that combines 
the deep wisdom of the Christian tradition 
with current insights about grieving from the 
social sciences. With a deeply compassion-
ate, calm, and steady approach, Kosin joins 
readers to help them bear the unbearable 
and encourages them as they grasp for ways 
to weather the storm of their grief.

Paperback, 6 x 9, 112 pages
978-1-61671-723-0 | Order code: GCP $14.95
Ebook: $11.95
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Anointed for Mission—Parish Enrichment Series
“ For parish renewal to take place in the twenty-first century,  
the power and authority of our baptism must be reclaimed.”

—Stephen S. Wilbricht, csc
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